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"No one puts their
children in a boat

unless the water is
safer than the land.”

 
- Warsan Shire

British Writer

THINK IT OVER 
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Refugee Mother & Child 
 

No Madonna and Child could touch
that picture of a mother’s tenderness

for a son, she soon would have to forget.
 

The air was heavy with odours of 
diarrhoea of unwashed children

with washed-out ribs and dried-up
bottoms struggling in laboured

steps behind blown empty bellies.
 

Most mothers there had long ceased
to care but not this one; she held
a ghost smile between her teeth

and in her eyes the ghost of a mother’s
pride as she combed the rust-coloured

hair left on his skull and then –
singing in her eyes – 

began carefully to part it. 
 

In another life this
would have been a little daily

act of no consequence before his
breakfast and school; now she

did it like putting flowers
on a tiny grave.

 
                               -  Chinua Achebe

Photo by Giorgos Moutafis/Reuters

(Chinua Achebe was a Nigerian novelist, poet, and critic who is regarded 
as the dominant figure of modern African literature).
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CELEBRATING  JUNE  
PRIDE 

MONTH

HARVEY MILK
 Trailblazer  Gay

Politician 

Harvey Milk, the subject of the Oscar-winning film Milk, was the first openly gay politician
to be elected in California. Milk was assassinated in 1978, but during his short tenure in

office he pushed legislation to ban discrimination based on sexual orientation in
employment, housing, and public accommodations.

 
The bill passed with just one dissenting vote by Dan White, the city supervisor who would

go on to shoot and kill Milk. In 2009, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger designated May 22, Milk’s
birthday, as a day of recognition for the late politician and activist.

Being gay is natural.
Hating gay is a
lifestyle choice.

 

- John Fugelsang

Source: https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/lgbtq-pride-activists-advocates-johnson-milk/
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First, for being, ‘The Pride Month’, celebrating LGBTQIA+ which stands for lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex & asexual communities all across the
world, their rights and culture. It is marked by a spirit of resistance, acceptance and
pride as opposed to an attitude of shame and social stigma, as the predominant
outlook that bolsters  LGBTQIA+ rights movements.  Pride is the promotion of the
self-affirmation, dignity, equality, and increased visibility of LGBTQIA+ people as a
social group. 

Dear Readers,

The month of June is significant for 2 reasons:

Pride is now recognised as a massive celebration including marches, protests and
parades. People gather in huge numbers across the world and express themselves
in myriad forms. Common symbols of pride include the rainbow flag and other
pride flags, the lowercase Greek letter lambda (λ), the pink triangle, and the black
triangle, these latter two were reclaimed from use as badges of shame in Nazi
concentration camps. 

First, President Bill Clinton declared June "Gay & Lesbian Pride Month" in 1999 &
2000. Then from 2009 to 2016, President Barack Obama declared June LGBT Pride
Month. President Joe Biden declared June LGBTQ+ Pride Month in 2021.
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Secondly, in June, the world celebrates UN World Refugee Day on 22 June.   This
year, the focus will be on the right to seek safety. Every person on this planet has a
right to seek safety – whoever they are, wherever they come from, and whenever
they are forced to flee. World Refugee Day is an occasion to build empathy and
understanding for their plight and to recognize their resilience in rebuilding their
lives. This  Day shines a light on the rights, needs, and dreams of refugees, helping
to mobilize political will and resources so refugees can not only survive but also
thrive. While it is important to protect and improve the lives of refugees every
single day, international days like World Refugee Day help to focus global attention
on the plight of those fleeing conflict or persecution.

Aylan Kurdi, was a two-year-old + Syrian boy of Kurdish ethnic background,
whose image made global headlines after he drowned on 2 September 2015 in the
Mediterranean Sea along with his mother and brother. Alan and his family were
Syrian refugees trying to reach Europe from Turkey amid the European refugee
crisis. Photographs of his body were taken by Turkish journalist Nilüfer Demir
and quickly went viral, prompting international responses. Alan Kurdi's aunt,
Tima Kurdi said: 
                           “God put the light on that picture to wake up the world.” 

Mural of Alan Kurdi in Frankfurt am Main   

Mahatma Gandhi gives an insight into
how the refugee problem could be
resolved, in the context of the conflict
&disunity among Hindu & Muslim
religious groups in India during
partition, at the time of its
independence, saying:
 “Is it not our shame as a nation that there should be bound to take full responsibility for the acts

of those who live in either dominion. Theirs is not to reason why, but to do & die.” 

(Extracts from the Delhi Diary, 10th September 1947, p. 4, Navajivan Publishing House, Ahmedabad, 1948)

                          Until next month, stay safe and healthy! 
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Present-day society is thriving through
dominance, discrimination, competition
and exclusion. The predominance of
these materialistic values has led to the
erosion of spiritual and religious
principles. Even though globalization has
brought people belonging to different
races and nationalities closer yet newer
problems and challenges have emerged.
The struggle for material resources has
resulted in the polarization of identities
among ethnic groups and people of
different nationalities which is based on
the paradigm of “us against them.” There
is a large section of people today who
have been forced to leave their home
country due to political and socio-
economic problems. They are known by
the term ‘refugee.’ 

At least 82.4 million people around the
world have been forced to flee their  

homes. Among them are nearly 26.4
million refugees, about half of whom
are under the age of 18. The UNHCR’s
Global Report 2020 presents the work
carried out to protect and improve the
lives of tens of millions of people of
concern—refugees and asylum-seekers,
returnees, internally displaced people,
stateless persons, and others of
concern. The Global Compact on
Refugees, which is part of this
transformation, set out a framework
for ensuring sustainable burden and
responsibility sharing arrangements in
the context of large-scale movements
of refugees and protracted refugee
situations. The COVID-19 pandemic has
further posed a challenge to UNHCR
and other such agencies to deliver
protection & assistance to refugees. 

There is a need to acknowledge

 
 

Refugees 
are Humans too:
Reflections on 

 World Refugee Day 
Photo: https://pamakiopress.rw/bamwe-bati-ni-ugucuruza-abantu-abandi-bati-ni-agashinyaguro-benshi-nanubu-baracyanenga-ubwongereza-
kuba-buzohereza-impunzi-mu-rwanda/
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Picture source https://www.npr.org/2022/03/09/1085436169/russia-
ukraine-war-what-happened-today-march-9

that man has a shared identity that has
its roots in the spiritual nature of the
human being. Recognizing this will help
not just in overriding our differences,
but rather it will inspire people to take
steps for bringing about cooperation
and harmony among contending
groups. One can draw on the life of
Mahatma Gandhi to gain insights into
how the Refugee problem could be
addressed in view of the violence and
bloodshed in India at the time of its
independence. The intent of Bapu was
such that he was willing to give up his
life for the sake of bringing about union
and accord among the warring factions.
One recalls how on several occasions he
went on a fast unto death only so that
there would be a stoppage in the
violence and hatred that he wished to
turn into peace. 

As a mark of respect for the victims of
this predicament, let us commemorate
this day the 20th of June which is
known as World Refugee Day and resort
to stand in support of all our brothers
and sisters who have been forcibly
displaced. One can express solidarity
with them by recognizing the inner
reality with which every human being
is born – the reflection of the Divine in
each one and that we all share a
common homeland. A blind eye must be
turned to the fragmented labels with
which society has tagged them. 

A holistic worldview, based on an 
  

expanded notion of human identity and
the prerequisite of going beyond the
individual to embrace the collective can
go a long way in addressing the
problem.
 
Further, policy changes in areas such as
the re-allocation of resources – which
can be done through incentive-based
local fundraising and creating
awareness-raising platforms – can be
carried out. Combined efforts and
effective collaboration at the regional
and international levels among
organizations as well as resilience and
willpower at the individual level could
contribute to strengthening structures
and systems created to overcome this
arduous challenge facing humanity. 

Vivian Merchant
M.A. Political Science, JNU
Independent Researcher

 
Mob No: 9818756613

Email: vivian.merchant@gmail.com
 

mailto:vivian.merchant@gmail.com
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Picture Source:  https://tribe.kenfolios.com/story/he-has-a-padma-shri-and-an-entire-forest-named-after-him-the-reason-
deserves-a-grand-salute/

PEACE LEADERS 
ACROSS THE

WORLD

Founding Member of the Upper Nile Institute of Public Health and 
Young Adult Empowerment Initiative. 
2017 fellow of the US Institute of Peace 
2019 Obama Foundation African leader 
Recipient of the 2018 Peace Direct’s Tomorrow Peacebuilders’ Award. 

Gatwal Augustine Gatkuoth  is a South Sudanese refugee in Uganda. He is:
 

In April 2020 Gatkuoth briefed the UN Security Council on Resolutions
2250 and 2419, Youth, Peace & Security (YPS), alongside the UN Secretary-
General and Secretary-General Envoy on Youth as part of his continued
advocacy work on YPS both at the grassroots and international levels.
Gatkuoth is the author of a number of electronic publications on refugees
and peacebuilding.

MEET 
GATWAL

GATKUOTH

Source: https://www.nobelprize.org/events/nobel-prize-summit/2021/panellists/gatwal-
augustine-gatkuoth/
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Picture Source: https://tribe.kenfolios.com/story/he-has-a-padma-shri-and-an-entire-forest-named-after-
him-the-reason-deserves-a-grand-salute/

CFN UNSUNG
HERO/INE

OF THE MONTH

   THE FOREST MAN OF INDIA  
Meet Jadav, the lone man who planted 1360 acre forest!

Jadav Molai Payeng spent 30 years of his life planting around 40 million trees to
create a man-made forest by changing a barren sandbar of the Brahmaputra (550
hectares) thereby earning his name as, 'The Forest Man of India'.   His journey
began at the tender age of 16 when he saw a large number of snakes die due to
extreme droughts in Majuli Reserve—the world’s largest river island located in
the Brahmaputra river in India.  That is when he started planting bamboo
seedlings on the sandbar. Jadav gave up his formal education to give all his time
and attention to the forest. In 1979 when the social forestry division of Goalghat
district in Assam launched a scheme of tree plantation on 200 hectares,  Molai was
one of the laborers who worked on that project and chose to stay back even after
its completion. He not only looked after the plants but continued to plant more
trees on his own, in an effort to transform the area into a forest,  which came to be
known as Molai Forest,  and now houses Bengal tigers, Indian rhinoceros, deer,
rabbits,  elephants, monkeys, and birds including vultures. It is home to
thousands of trees & has a lush cover of bamboo over 300 hectares. Jadav Molai
Payeng was honored with Padma Shri in 2015. Currently, he works for a greener
India and is also set to make Mexico greener by replenishing its forests.

      Jadav Molai Payeng, CFN Unsung Hero of the Month has our love & respect!
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READER'S CORNER 
Answers to the questions asked in Vol.  15
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Which film has had a huge impact in your life &
motivated you towards individual & societal change? 
 

The film Swades by Ashutosh Gowariker had a
huge impact on me. In the film, the male lead,
Mohan Bhargava comes back to an Indian
village where he learns about the influence of
the caste system & religion on the social life of
the people. A particular scene in this movie
where Mohan visits a nearby village to collect
money from a man named Haridas & witnesses
his deplorable economic condition. Haridas tells
Mohan that because the profession of his caste
wasn't earning him any money, he shifted to
tenant farming. But this change in profession
led to his ostracization & the villagers even
denied him water for his crops. This scene
moved me. Swades was a thought-provoking
movie. After viewing it, I see the world from a
different perspective. It also nurtured my
passion to become a social worker and bring
change in the life of needy people.

If I think off the top of my head, I
would say Pride and Prejudice
(2005) or, The Wife (2017) would
be my favorite movies that in
some ways shook me. One major
commonality amongst both of
them is, "women telling women
stories" which I absolutely love
and that's probably what
motivated me to watch these
movies. 

The movies inspired me to form
Self Help Groups and women-led
communities. 

mailto:muhsinmuzi2380@gmail.com
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         In 50 to 100 words share your thoughts on:

 

Dr. Suman Khanna Aggarwal 
      President & Founder CFN                                           
      president@shantisahyog.org

Mayuri Kar
      Coordinator CFN
      mayurikar96@gmail.com

Shraddha Upadhyay
      Program Manager CFN
      shraddha@shantisahyog.org

    

Volunteer/Volunteer/Volunteer/
InternInternIntern
WithWithWith   

UsUsUs

    Give back to 
Society 

 
 

 
Editorial TeamEditorial TeamEditorial Team

What are your views on the LGBTQI+ Community?

How can we make our society & workplaces more
inclusive for LGBTQI+ community? 

 

Send your answers/artworks/articles/poems to cfn@shantisahyog.org
to get featured in our next Bulletin!

 

Let's
 Connect!
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