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Dear Readers,
15 August 2021 marked
the 75th anniversary of India's independence from British rule. A
day of national pride is also a time for saluting our freedom fighters, who gave their all for their
country. However, it is of great significance that while Jawaharlal Nehru, the 1st PM of India,
was hoisting the tri-color at the Red Fort in Delhi and giving his famous 'Tryst with Destiny'
speech, the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, had undertaken a fast-unto-death in
Calcutta, to end the blood-bath and restore communal harmony between the Hindus & Muslims
– the aftermath of the Partition of India. Deeply pained by the violence, Gandhi gave his - nowfamous one-line quote - to a foreign correspondent, who asked him for his communiqué to the
world, on 15 August 1947:
“My Life is My Message”
So, I request each one of you, dear Readers, to follow the footsteps of the apostle of
nonviolence, become CHANGE
MAKERS like him, promote his legacy of Nonviolent Conflict
Resolution, by signing our CFN petition, #ChooseNonviolentDefence, and follow our Call for
Action #'s as small but sure steps towards realizing the CFN Vision: A World Beyond War. In
view of the current chaotic, fearful, and appalling situation in Kabul, brought home to the world
by very disturbing images and videos of Afghan nationals trying to flee Kabul, where the Taliban
are now in control after 20 years of US presence, our efforts for learning nonviolent tactics are
needed more than ever. So, do click on the link https://shantisahyog.org/conflict-resolution/
Until we connect next fortnight! Stay Safe & Healthy!

Fortnightly Feature

HAS THE WORLD FORSAKEN
AFGHANISTAN?

The Taliban is a hard-core Islamic fundamentalist group that ruled Afghanistan for five years before the US
forces deposed them in 2001. With the exit of the US armed forces in June 2021, Afghanistan has been
occupied by the Taliban once again. Afghan national troops rapidly lost control of their on-air cover,
allowing the Taliban forces to take Kandahar, Herat, Lashkar Gah, and Kabul. When the cities of Kandahar
and Herat folded to the Taliban on 13 August 2021, it led to Govt. officials and their entourage fleeing the
city by air. President Ashraf Ghani followed suit and fled the country on 15 August 2021, justifying his
cowardly exit by saying that his presence would have instigated the Afghan army to resist the Taliban
resulting in a humongous blood-bath. Instead, his absence facilitated the Taliban to overrun and
victoriously capture Kabul.

So, What Now?
The future of Afghanistan and its citizens is uncertain. The take-over of Kabul by the Taliban has brewed
mass panic among those Afghans who worked along with the western armed forces; many have tried to
flee the country through Hamid Karzai International Airport to protect their lives. Western embassies
have ordered their Staff to rescue and evacuate their personnel. The world has watched with increasing
horror as the Taliban takes over Afghanistan. Harrowing images have been circulated online of Afghans
desperately trying to enter airplanes, running along flights carrying US Staff. Some people even strapped
themselves to the flywheel, causing three Afghans to fall from the flight as the plane gathered speed.
Hundreds of thousands of people have already been displaced from their rural homes and relocated to
cities still under the Afghan Govt's control. They are camped out in public spaces like parks, but it is only a
matter of time till the Taliban reaches up to them. Residents of Kabul have stated that the streets of Kabul
reek of fear and despair, that the Taliban have been going door-to-door to identify suspects.
In an article titled 'American Burlesque in Kabul' (TOI 17/05/2021) Chidanand Rajghatta rightly sums up, ,
"Initial reports suggest that the speed with which Afghanistan and its major cities fell had to do with unpaid
and underpaid conscripts, who over the past months simply sold their weapons and loyalty to Taliban while
their masters fled with the loot after the Trump dispensation ditched two decades of US investments."
On 19 August, 2021, while the Taliban celebrated Afghanistan's 102nd Independence Day by gloating over
the the US retreat, the Afghanis celebrated by marching through their cities waving Afghan flags. In
Jalalabad, Taliban fighters fired at them, injuring a man and a teenage boy. In defiance of the Taliban
some Afghanis tore down the white Taliban flag - an initial visible sign of opposition to the Taliban since
their capture of the Capital city, Kabul.

First Official Taliban Press Conference on 17 August 2021
In an unexpected and clever diplomatic move, the Taliban held its first official news conference in
Kabul, declaring that it wishes peaceful relations with both Kabul residents and other countries.
Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid promised that they would respect and enforce women’s rights
within their reading of the Sharia Law. He also proclaimed 'general amnesty to all, forgiving those
who resisted them to ensure a secure and stable Afghanistan. He gave his word to Western Govts.
Relief Agencies and Embassies that they will not exact retribution from those citizens who worked
with western allies. The U.N. has stated that Afghanistan is running into food shortage, as a
considerable amount of international aid has been redacted. The press conference seems to be part
of a publicity stunt to convince world powers and a fearful population of their new tolerant image.
The Taliban have been accused of killing innocent people and those who surrendered to them. It is no
wonder then, according to the U.N. Refugee Agency, nearly 80% of the populace in Afghanistan have
been forced to abandon their homes since the end of May 2021. Another U.N. Report says the number
of women and children being killed and injured increased during May and June 2021 - when America
withdrew its troops from Afghanistan. The Taliban have stated that they are committed to putting an
end to the narcotics industry in Afghanistan. Afghanistan is known to be the biggest producer of
drugs such as Heroin. UN monitors have identified that illicit drugs are the main source of revenue
for the Taliban, bringing in hundreds of millions of dollars.

Women Rights & Empowerment
Since 2001, women’s rights in Afghanistan had progressed; girls were enrolled in schools, and women
were provided with job opportunities. As a result, the mortality rate of the girl child had also
decreased considerably.
Sadly today, females, who hitherto enjoyed unprecedented freedom, including the right to work and
education, are now under dire threat. Previously, when the Taliban held power from 1996 to 2001,
girls were denied the right to schooling and educated, skilled women to employment. Further,
women's movement in public was severely restricted; they could only go out with a male escort after
ensuring their bodies were fully covered from head to toe. Any small display of a woman’s body part
would be brutally cut off. So it seems that under the Taliban, Afghanistan is again poised to return to
a repressive era.

by Intern - Dhiya Kanth

'BRINGING GANDHI TO CHILDREN'
CFN PROJECT

Funded by Azim Premji University

STUDENTS
SPEAK

On Being Gandhi

"I want to be honest like Gandhiji but sometimes I feel it is easier to speak a
lie. It takes courage to be honest, Gandhiji was a courageous man. I wish I
could be like him." - Sneha
"I love my parents, I try to obey them but sometimes I am moody. I know
Gandhiji respected his parents and followed all their instructions, I'll also try
to be more obedient." - Rohini
'It is wrong to hit somebody, even if somebody hits us, we should not hit
back. This will promote violence and cause hard feelings. From Gandhiji I
have learned to be tolerant, I have stopped reacting, I try to understand the
person and have become more tolerant in my approach." - Mahi

READERS
SPEAK

ON STANDING UP FOR WHAT YOU BELIEVE IN

"I strongly condemn caste-based violence & discrimination. I aim to use my privileged platform to give
those who are oppressed a voice - as Gandhi Ji did." -David Asir.
"I believe that no human being should be denied rights & opportunities based on their gender or sexual
orientation. I will continue my advocacy for sexual & gender minorities; challenging gender stereotypes &
prejudice." - Dhiya Kanth.
"I am deeply disturbed by the lack of educational opportunities for underprivileged children and
am determined to bridge the gap." - Melvin Daniel

Data from the online poll
conducted for our
Instagram followers in
August 2021.

88%

Poll
Results

Nonviolence techniques are superior to
violent tactics

Mahatma Gandhi methods are a proven
success for conflict resolution

100%

We need to institutionalize nonviolent
conflict resolution mechanisms

Nonviolence is the harbinger of peace
and a win-win solution to conflict

100%

56%

92%

Nonviolence methods will lead to
productive resolution of conflicts

We should educate future generations to
be tolerant
Thank you for your support
For more information follow us on Instagram
@shantisahyog

93%

STUDENTS
CORNER
STUDENTS' RESPONSES TO OUR QUESTION ASKED IN VOL. 1
'HOW WOULD YOU RESPOND TO BODY SHAMING - A LA GANDHI?'

- Prasanna Venkatesh
M.A. Development Management

"I'll explain to the person that bodyshaming is wrong. We all have learnt
that Gandhi Ji won't be rude; He let his
silence speak for himself."
- Sneha Krishnan
M.A. Development Management

"Mostly I would ignore them, or else
I will try to understand the effects
on a person when someone is bodyshamed; like what a person feels
and to tell them how all body types
are normal."

Best Answer
- Khushboo
"Gandhi Ji would probably start an
awareness campaign on gender norms,
mobilize other students who feel the
same or are bullied, and initiate some
anti-bullying cell with the help of his
teachers."

- Sandra Maria Neil
M.A. Design Management

"I would say that you’re
clearly struggling with
something that’s
bothering you about your
body; and that’s why
you’re taking it out on
someone else."

- Supriya T,
M.A. Development
Management

"Gandhi Ji will react in a
very polite and nonviolent
manner."

- Saumya

"Gandhiji probably won't care if
he was being shamed. He was
too mature for his age and
beyond these things. Gandhiji
would fight with his mind. He
wouldn't care if he was being
judged."
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